. The JTST special issue for the ATSC papers began with the 4th ATSC that was held at XiÕan, China, in 2009 to share the latest progress of thermal spray technology in Asia. This ATSC conference was held in China for a second time, with 157 participants representing the Asian countries involved in thermal spraying. In addition to experts from Asian countries, renowned experts from European countries were also invited to share their latest advances in thermal spray science and technology. In total, the 2-day conference resulted in exciting technical presentations, with a program that included five plenary talks, 63 oral technical presentations which included 17 invited talks, and 55 poster presentations.
